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INTRODUCTION

The development plan system should
provide a framework for rational and
consistent decision making (PPG12
Development Plans). All Local Planning
Authorities are required to keep under
review matters which may be expected
to affect the development or planning of
their area.

The Cumbria and Lake District Joint
Structure Plan forms part of the statutory
Development Plan for Cumbria, which
also incorporates Local Plans and
Regional Planning Guidance.
Information is needed not only to
monitor the effectiveness of the
Structure Plan but to assist, where it is
relevant to do so, in the monitoring
process for regional and local planning.
Monitoring is an essential part of the
Structure Plan process as it enables
Cumbria County Council and the Lake
District National Park Authority to assess
whether the Structure Plan is achieving
its aims and allows the two Authorities to
identify whether policies need to be
strengthened, maintained, changed in
some way, or removed from the Plan.

The purpose of this paper is to identify a
monitoring and implementation
framework for the Structure Plan. This
will enable judgements to be made as to
the effectiveness of policies and of the
plan as a whole. Targets and indictors
contained within the monitoring
framework will provide a measure of
progress in implementing the Plan and
inform the decision making process on
the need for, and scope of, a plan
review.

RESOURCES

The framework below sets out the
monitoring aspirations of the two
Structure Plan Authorities. This is
important, as these aspirations can form
the basis for working with other partners
to secure the best possible monitoring
results within the resources available.
Monitoring may need to be prioritised in
the light of the resources available and
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the extent of information available from
other sources. The level of monitoring
undertaken will need to provide a
reasonable degree of confidence as to
whether the Plan and specific policies
and suites of policies are, or are not,
working. Monitoring priorities may also
be affected by national, regional and
other local monitoring requirements.

MONITORING FOCUS

The focus of the proposed Structure
Plan monitoring is on suites of policies
and topics rather than on individual
policies. This is designed to achieve a
more holistic view, which is particularly
important when monitoring the overall
Strategy of the Plan. The overall
assessment of the delivery of the
Structure Plan’s overarching strategy will
be informed, at least in part, by the
outcomes of the indicators being
measured throughout the rest of the
Plan. However, in some cases it is
necessary to monitor individual policies.
For instance, Policy H14 which sets out
the proposed distribution of housing will
need to be monitored to ensure
permissions come forward in line with
Regional Planning Guidance.

The framework below identifies what
sources of data and information will be
collected to undertake the monitoring.
Effective use will be made of information
collected and published by a range of
organisations and this will be utilised in
order to achieve consistency and avoid
duplication. This includes information
already being regularly collected by, and
readily available from, Cumbria County
Council, Lake District National Park
Authority, and the District Councils. The
provisions made for monitoring in
Regional Planning Guidance (RPG 13,
March 2003) and the Regional
(Economic) Strategy (April 2003) will
also assist the Structure Plan
authorities.

The decision as to when particular
indicators are to be measured is based
on a number of factors, such as
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5.1

e Ease of acquiring or collecting
robust information

e Cost of acquiring data

e Resources available, and

e Timescales over which meaningful
trends can be measured.

IMPLEMENTATION

Many organisations and individuals will
be affected by the statutory content of
the Structure Plan but will also play a
major role in supporting the aspirations it
holds. Successful implementation will
depend on a wide range of organisations
including local planning authorities,
private businesses, Government
agencies and local communities. Itis
considered important that the key
organisations are identified as partners
in the implementation of the Plan’s
policy objectives. This will help to
highlight how the aims of the Plan and
its policies can be achieved and to
influence organisations’ future activity,
policy and resource programmes.

OUTPUTS

Regular monitoring reports will be
published for specific topics. Some
results will be published annually. This
will include annual Housing and
Employment Land Availability Surveys
which will review and assess the rate at
which land has been brought forward for
these uses, the progress of development
and how much of this is on previously
developed land. These surveys will
provide the data to inform a range of
indicators included in the monitoring
framework. Others will be published at
more infrequent intervals to ensure that
policies are continuing to be relevant
and will make use of initiatives and
information from other agencies and
groups of organisations.

5.2

5.3

6.1

7.1

Other reports will bring together relevant
information on social, economic and
environmental trends to assess the
performance of the whole Structure
Plan. These will provide opportunities to
assess the effectiveness of policies from
a wider perspective, and help ensure
that the Development Plan is kept up to
date. This will incorporate the continuing
commitment to achieve a more
sustainable pattern of development.

Furthermore, reports on specific issues
of concern that emerge during the period
covered by the Structure Plan may also
be required. Decisions on how best to
monitor such issues will be taken at the
appropriate time, in light of information
available and resource constraints.

SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL

A Sustainability Appraisal of the
Structure Plan has taken place. This
was undertaken independently of the
Structure Plan officers working teams. It
is proposed to continue the appraisal
process at key stages through to
publication of the final revised Plan to
ensure the core strategy of the Plan
continues to be to promote a more
sustainable pattern of development.

CONCLUSION

Monitoring is an integral part of the
Structure Plan process, essential to
ensure the Plan’s continued relevance
and its implementation. Monitoring by
the two Authorities together with the help
of key partners will be ongoing. The
Government’s planning reforms
proposed in the Planning and
Compulsory Purchase Bill will have an
influence on future monitoring
arrangement
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Abbreviations
CA Countryside Agency
CCC Cumbria County Council
CEIP Cumbria Economlc Intelligence
Partnership
DCs District Councils
EA Environment Agency
EH English Heritage
ELA Employment Land Availabillity
HIP Housing Investment Programme
HLA Housing Land Availability
LA Local Authority
LDNP Lake District National Park
LDNPA Lake letrlct National Park
Authority
LPAs Local Planning Authorities
LSPs Local Strategic Partnerships
LTP Local Transport Plan
NDC New Deal for Communities
RAWP Regional Aggregates Working
Party
RHT Rural Houisng Trust
SAM Scheduled Ancient Monument
SIC Standard Industrial Classification
SP Structure Plan
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